Hurontario Main Street Study

The emerging vision for each character area is identified below, in terms of the overall
direction and an image of the vision for the area. The transit concept at this stage is for reserved
transit lanes in each section. Ideally these would be achieved by rebalancing the available right-
of-way; widenings would only be considered if absolutely necessary.

Port Credit

Build upon the existing vibrant pedestrian-oriented neighbourhood with a node at Hurontario and

Lakeshore, encourage TOD at the GO Station and some adjacent lots, and create a gateway
mobility hub by connecting to GO Transit, local
transit and the proposed Lakeshore higher-
order transit system. The transit alignment is
expected to be centre of street, with options to
consider looping via area streets (to be
assessed in the next project phase). Ensure
that uses at grade animate the street, and the
scale of built form and streetscape support the
pedestrian activity.

Potential Constraints and Challenges: The CN Rail overpass - it restricts opportunities to
expand the road width, which may be required to accommodate rapid transit; the railway limits
road, cyclist and pedestrian connections between the waterfront and areas to the north; the
narrow right-of-way poses a challenge for accommodating a dedicated transit lane. Ensuring
sufficient pedestrian capacity must be considered if the right-of-way is widened.

Mineola

Maintain the existing character of Mineola, while
incorporating rapid transit along Hurontario Street. The
transit alignment is proposed to be centre of street.
There is potential for a Kiss’'n’Ride at the QEW
interchange. Minimize the impact of front-yard parking
and enhance the streetscape to encourage a variety of
pedestrian activities and modes of movement.
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Hurontario Main Street Study

Potential Constraints and Challenges: The stable Mineola neighbourhood has been
designed primarily for the automobile. The numerous private driveways along Hurontario make
access a key concern since traffic would only cross the dedicated transit lane at signals. Another
constraint is the narrow right-of-way that poses a challenge for accommodating a transit lane.
Ensuring sufficient pedestrian and cycling capacity must be considered if the right-of-way is
widened. Unigue to Mineola are the trees lining the street, which must be maintained or
enhanced if possible. At the north end of Mineola are the QEW interchange ramps; these must be
considered to coordinate traffic movements with exclusive transit lanes and pedestrian activity.

Downtown Hospital

Create a transformed street environment, focused on
pedestrian oriented development — a highly mixed-use
centre with hospital, businesses, retail, cafés, cultural,
offices and residential. The transit alignment is expected to
be centre of street. Capitalize on the Trillium Health Centre
as a key connection point to local transit and a major
destination. Provide strong street related uses at grade
and a built form and streetscape scaled to the type of
pedestrian activities and modes of movement anticipated.

e = . i Potential Constraints and Challenges: Poor
: ' pedestrian access due to the large setbacks of the
high-rise residential buildings, the disconnected
street pattern and the wide road cross-section.
Various measures, e.g. buildings addressing the
street, pedestrian-scaled elements, should be
implemented to make it more pedestrian friendly.
Traffic is heavy, which must be addressed when
planning for exclusive transit lanes. At the south end of the Downtown Hospital area are the QEW
interchange ramps; these must be considered to coordinate traffic movements with exclusive
transit lanes and pedestrian activity. Access for the Fire Station north of the Queensway is an
issue.
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Hurontario Main Street Study

Downtown Cooksville

Revive the “Village” with new TODs (e.g. surrounding
the GO Station) and a “4 Corners” at Hurontario and
Dundas to create a mixed-use, mid-density node with
business, retail, cafés, restaurants, cultural and
community services. Build in a gateway mobility hub,
encompassing future rapid transit on Dundas and s
Cooksville GO Station. Transit is expected to be centre of street allgnment Ensure that uses at
grade animate the street, particularly with retail uses, and the scale of built form and streetscape
reinforce the street and support the desirable type of pedestrian activity.

Potential Constraints and Challenges: Numerous plazas surrounded by large surface
parking lots that are not pedestrian- or transit-supportive. The wide street is also not conducive to
pedestrian activity. Downtown Cooksville experiences significant traffic congestion during peak
periods, with the intersections at Dundas and near the Cooksville GO Station operating at or near
capacity.

Downtown Fairview

Develop a vibrant downtown — a complete downtown environment, with high density and high-
rise, and a mix of uses. Connect the City Centre vibrancy with Downtown Cooksville as part of the
Cooksville gateway mobility hub. A centre or side of street alignment for transit is possible.
Ensure that uses at grade animate the street (particularly retail), and the scale of built form and
streetscape reinforce the street and support the desirable type of pedestrian activity.

Potential Constraints and Challenges: Poor
pedestrian access, which exists for a variety of reasons:
wide street without human-scaled elements makes it a
poor pedestrian environment; many high-rise residential
buildings tend to follow “tower in the park” development,
which means they do not relate to the street and it will be
difficult to change this form of development. Also, other
buildings in the area are set back from the street.
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Hurontario Main Street Study

Mississauga’s Downtown Core

Create an invigorated multimodal downtown,
supported by transit — a major destination with civic,
commercial, cultural, residential and recreational
uses. Running parallel to this study, the Downtown
21 Master Plan Study will provide further details, as
related to the Hurontario Street and area
immediately adjacent to the corridor.

Build on the role of the City Centre Transit Terminal, ; - -
to create an orientation to transit, and support future growth. Link the Termlnal to the Hurontario
transit service to maximize transit focus. Design development around this anchor mobility hub,
with effective links to the Mississauga BRT and many other transit services. A centre or side of
street alignment for transit is possible. Route deviations from Hurontario will be assessed in the
next project phase.

Potential Constraints and Challenges: A significant challenge will be the City Centre
Transit Terminal. Already operating at capacity, the Terminal will need to accommodate the
Hurontario rapid transit and Mississauga BRT systems. The Terminal is located approximately
750m off the Hurontario Street corridor, which will impact service and transit operations. Another
constraint is the amount of surface parking in this area, specifically around the Square One
shopping centre and many office towers. In addition to increasing already high traffic levels, these
auto-oriented locations diminish the area’s pedestrian environment. The pedestrian realm could
also be improved by adding sidewalks on both sides of all streets and around large parking lots.

Eglinton/Bristol

Focus development at the junction of Eglinton and
Hurontario to create a transit-oriented node — the
vision is one of an emerging mixed-use centre with
businesses, retail, cafés, restaurants and cultural
uses. Ensure that uses at grade animate the street,
encouraging continuous retail where appropriate,
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Hurontario Main Street Study

and the scale of built form and streetscape that support the type of pedestrian activity anticipated.
Transit can be on a centre or side of street alignment.

Potential Constraints and Challenges: At the south end of this area are the Highway 403
interchange ramps; these must be considered to coordinate traffic movements with exclusive
transit lanes and pedestrian activity. The area is not pedestrian friendly, with its wide street,
minimal pedestrian connections to the street, large surface parking lots and buildings that do not
relate to the street. Also, traffic volumes are very high and the intersections of Eglinton and
Hurontario and Bristol and Hurontario experience high collision rates.

Mississauga Employment Area

Develop a mixed-use (predominantly employment) activity
node at Hurontario and Highway 401, featuring new
buildings near the street with convenient protected
pedestrian linkages to existing buildings. No residential is
possible due to the Airport Operating Area (noise-based
restricted zone). Transit may be on a centre or side of
street alignment. Encourage continuous street-related
retail, where possible, and a built form and streetscape
that supports pedestrian activity and a ‘mainstreet’
character.

Potential Constraints and Challenges: No
residential development is allowed in this area because
it is located within the Airport Operating Area. This area
contains a mix of single- and multi-storey buildings with very low pedestrian levels due to the
inadequate provision of pedestrian amenities, narrow sidewalks and automobile-oriented land
uses. The Highway 401 interchanges are a constraint to transit and pedestrian activity.
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Hurontario Main Street Study

Brampton Gateway Neighbourhood

Transform Shoppers World and other mall
properties into mixed-use transit-oriented
environments. At Shoppers World, connect the
transit terminal directly to Hurontario transit
service (facilitating development of a gateway
hub with connections to the AcceleRide BRT
system and other transit services). Create a
pedestrian-scaled Hurontario/Main Street with .
amenities to encourage pedestrian use. Transit is expected to be on
a centre or side of street alignment.

Potential Constraints and Challenges: Loss of General
Purpose Lane(s), reconfiguration of accesses along Hurontario
Street / Main Street South, traffic mitigation, maintain
streetscape/gateway features and/or build on this identity through its
replacement. Location of existing Shoppers World Terminal to Main
Street South and providing direct connectivity to other transit
services are challenges to be considered. Access from the Fire Station is an issue.

Main Street South Heritage Area

Maintain the existing character, while incorporating rapid
transit along Main Street South. The transit alignment is
proposed to be centre of street. Identified as a stable
heritage community with little or no change. Conservation
and preservation of the Gage Park, Heritage buildings and
streetscape including existing tree stands.

Potential Constraints and Challenges: Access control
along Main Street South and traffic mitigation. There is a
limited right-of-way, tree canopy preservation and loss of
general purpose lane(s).
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Hurontario Main Street Study

Downtown Brampton

Build on the existing character and sense of place, by
conserving heritage buildings and streetscape, as well
as community identity, to guide new development
opportunities. Build on the presence of the Transit
Terminal to create TOD and re-imagine/ re-balance
the area as a multimodal transit anchor hub. Integrate
transit (alignment and streetscape) with existing
pedestrian friendly environment. Transit alignment may be centre or side of street. Innovative
transit options will be analyzed as part of stage two of this study, including a one-way loop, a
potential underground section, as well as possibility for extending north of the downtown.

Potential Constraints and Challenges: Access control along Hurontario Street / Main
Street South and Traffic Mitigation. With limited right of way through the downtown core there will
be trade offs between balancing parking, pedestrians, traffic and transit. In order to provide rapid
transit through the downtown core on Main Street on-street parking may be removed and/or
focused to the adjacent network and parking garages. Loss of General Purpose Lane(s) and/or
Mixed Traffic Operations.

NOTE: All of the options, constraints and challenges outlined above will be subject to further
detailed analysis as part of stage two of this study, in order to arrive at the preferred option.

3. Next Steps Toward Implementation

The next steps in the Hurontario / Main Street Study are to define the transit, land use and urban
design details of the plan for the corridor and each character area, based on this vision. This will
also include developing the business case, interim transit service plan, and implementation plan
for complete roll-out of the project (including the strategies for operations, funding and
cost/revenue sharing), as well as assessing traffic impacts and completing the EA Master Plan
process. A key building block is the travel demand forecast, which is essential to the development
and testing of the options.

The analysis conducted for Stage 1 has shown that there is a case for moving to implementation
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Hurontario Main Street Study

of rapid transit in the short term on Hurontario/Main Street. It has also shown that this type of
project can create a climate of development uplift along the corridor. This project is one of the
“top 15" Metrolinx priorities. This project is strongly in line with the Metrolinx RTP implementation
principles, and thus it is important to move ahead quickly to begin discussions with Metrolinx
regarding pursuing an Alternative Financing Process (AFP) for the project. The key step is for
the two Cities to define a funding plan together with Metrolinx. This process should begin
as soon as possible.

Key steps in the implementation strategy (within and following this study) that the Cities will begin
shortly include:

1. Development of the interim phasing and transit service plan/strategy. Service
frequency and ridership in parts of the corridor are at the level where introduction of transit
priority measures is warranted. Coordination between municipalities is required to determine
service levels, develop an operating strategy, coordinate transit priority measures, and
determine a vehicle type along with developing the necessary branding for the service. The
interim plan should recognize and build on both the City of Brampton's AcceleRide Bus Rapid
Transit initiative and Mississauga Transit's Ridership Growth Strategy for service along the
corridor to meet current and future passenger demands;

2. An early implementation of the interim rapid transit plan. This is intended to capitalize on
opportunities in the corridor, including the planned Milton and Lakeshore GO Rail service
improvements, AcceleRide and the Mississauga BRT. Potential elements are expected to
include some combination of the measures listed below to enhance transit reliability and
speed: transit priority signal systems; relocation of transit stops to the far-side of
intersections, to facilitate transit progression along the corridor; queue jump lanes at key
locations; exclusive turning lanes for buses at key locations (e.g. accesses to and from the
Downtown Core, GO stations); and introduction of the buses which Metrolinx has committed
for service on Hurontario. The interim plan should minimize “throw-aways” which will not be
useful in the ultimate design;

3. Staged implementation of the policy framework. For example, the parking policies in
Mississauga’s current Parking Strategy are envisaged as being implemented in stages, with
the Downtown Core being the first area for implementation of a transit-supportive strategy, in
concert with the design of the system, establish an on-street parking regime, and minimum
and maximum parking standards for development;

X3J BRAMPTON £ MISSISSAUGA

www.brampton.co Leading today for tomorrow

ES 25
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4. Evolving the planning policy framework. Updating the provisions of the Official Plans (and
Zoning By-laws) to provide a transit-supportive land use and design framework. Based on the
directions and emerging vision, the following are the key elements of the planning policy
framework:

a) Establishing the principle of mixing land uses in both the Official Plans and the
zoning by-laws. Prohibit auto-oriented uses in both sets of documents;

b) Establishing minimum and maximum density standards, with gradations away from
the corridor;

c) Establishing bonusing tools under Section 37 of the Planning Act for the provision of
key public benefits that support the transit corridor;

d) Developing urban design tools in the Official Plans, zoning by-laws, and in urban
design guidelines which establish massing, height, siting relationships and
relationships with transit, and the character of the public realm and buildings;

e) Establishing standards identifying minimum and maximum parking ratios;
f)  Establishing right-of-way standards for Hurontario; and

g) Developing a Community Improvement Plan (CIP) strategy under Section 28 of the
Planning Act to institute a package of incentives aimed to encourage the private
sector to meet certain TOD targets. This CIP will be augmented by a proactive
“Municipal Leadership Strategy” to assist Mississauga and Brampton in implementing
the planning policy framework and CIP.

5. Urban design controls and guidelines for each character area along the corridor will
guide development. These will ensure that the corridor is transit-supportive and pedestrian-
friendly while also respecting the existing communities’ character and vision.

6. Defining the EA process to follow at the conclusion of this Study. The subject study
includes the first two Phases of the Class EA process. The Cities will have the option to
follow the 6-month Transit Project Assessment process (a Class EA process specific to
transit). That may impact on the technical work completed in this study.
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Criteria to be used in the evaluation of the alternatives are shown in Appendix B.

Finally, successful implementation depends on the participation and active support of a
wide range of stakeholders, including the business and development communities. The
Cities should continue to engage all stakeholders as
the Plan evolves, and be prepared to demonstrate
commitment to action as it is finalized. Taking
concrete action is particularly important to the
development community in demonstrating the
commitment of the two Cities to the transformation
of the corridor. This was a message heard at the
Symposium — the development community expects
to see action on the part of government in order to
move ahead with changing the form of development
in the corridor.
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